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FROM THE TOP OF THE HILL 


As | write this article, spring is in full swing, with 
temperatures in the 80's. More that warming 
Sonoma, the sun has been good to DX chasers. | 
worked OD5ZZ, Lebanon, A71AM, Qatar and 
JY4Cl, Jordan all on 15 meters. This area has 
been especially difficult but good conditions make 
it possible. 


This month's meeting will be held at 
McDougle Hall at 7:30pm. 


Please, all attend this meeting. We will do 
Hamfest planning. This is our premier event of 
the year and it takes all of us to make ita 
success. Kitchen help, talk in stations, VE 
people, station operators, ticket sellers, swap 
table monitors are some of the jobs needed. 


This Sunday, the 13th, is Young Eagles day, so 
we will set up the HF station at Sonoma 
Skypark. ALL are invited. If you want to try 
getting on HF, this is a great opportunity. Good 
practice for Field Day. 


On the high school scene, our team of Mike, Bill 
and | have put on two electronics building 
sessions so far. The last one had over 20 
students. Thanks to Dean for making it all 
possible. 


It looks like Ken, N6KM, needs to put up a wire 
antenna and Frank, KG6N needs to take one 
down. 


For your calendars, Field day is June 22-23, 
Lighthouse day, N6P is Aug. 10-11. 


April 2013 


| was looking at some past newsletters and this 
one from Feb. 1982 caught my eye. Attending 
the monthly meeting were, Kermit Parker, 
W6JFN, Tom Sehabiaque, W6KTT, Bill Baker, 
W6VIZ, Jim Hall, W6EGYY, Ken McTaggart, 
N6KM, Chas. Kemper, W6KEW, Kent Sabre, 
W6KEW, Paul Dixon, N6AVD, Mike Miller, 
WB6TMH, and Darrel Jones, WB6BOR. 


We have not had a club historian for quite a while, 
so if anyone would like to take on that position, let 
me know. 


Frank, KG6N, has club net control for May. 
When in doubt, call CQ. 
—73, Jim, KBUUW 


Minutes of March 20, 2013 


Meeting was called to order at 7:34 PM by the 
honorable President Jim Hill. 


Members present at the meeting were: KEUUW 
(Jim), KG6QNT (Eileen), KD6FIL (Dave), KIGJNU 
(Modesto), KBECLV (Simon), KIGDHG (Rachel), 
K6KLL (Alan), N7PIB (San), N6KM (Ken), NJ6E 
(Stan), W1EJ (Ed), WD6BOR (Darrel), KG6N 
(Frank), KA2QQO (Declan), KJ6DPZ (Desmond), 
KJ6QIQ (Scott), WB6TMH (Mike), KJ6EIG (Bill), 
KE6HID (Andrew), NV6X (Dan), W6EDDU, 
(Gordon). 


Guests: K6SRZ (Alan), W6SJK (Steve) 
Minutes were approved with no corrections!!! 


Report from officers: 


Vice President: Frank, KG6N, is moving to 
Redding. 


Treasurer, Desmond, KJ6DPZ: we currently have 
$2672.38 dollars in the bank but there are a few 
bills to pay. 


ACS, Ken, N6KM: ACS is scheduled a training 
session on March 23 on NCS and message 
handling at the County EOC from 9 AM to Noon. 


Secretary: Dave, KD6FIL: VOMARC needs to 
schedule a walk through at the Vets building for 
the Hamfest. 


Website: Is looking good. If members see things 
that need to be updated on the website, they 
need to let the officers know. 


Old Business 
Dave, KD6FIL will be VOMARC net control for 
April. 


Frank, KG6N, will be in charge of the program for 
April. The March meeting will be at the EOC. 


We are looking for VEs for the Hamfest on April 
27 


New Business: 

Jim announced that Desmond KJ6DPZ has 
resigned as Treasurer and that Eileen KG6QNT 
will be taking over the job. He thanked Desmond 
for his service. 


Young Eagles is April 13(always the second 
Sunday of the Month) sponsored by the EAA. 
Kids for 8 — 17 can get a free airplane flight. 
VOMARC sets up a demonstration station at the 
event at the Sonoma Skypark on 8" Street East. 


The High School Pathway on Engineering is 
underway at the Sonoma High School. Two 
weeks ago they had 18 students attend and built 
a simple circuit with LEDs. The next project will 
be a digital logic circuit. 


The Hamfest is fast approaching! Notices were 
sent out to clubs the ARRL and HRO. Police and 
fire personnel will receive a free breakfast if they 
stop by. Darrel, WD6BOR, encouraged everyone 
to get the word out. Darrel was going to see about 
getting a resolution form the City Council. W1EJ 
is looking for kitchen staff. 


Gordon, W6DDU, is a certified examiner. 
Congratulations. 


The June meeting presentation will be Scott, 
KJ6QIQ on antenna. 


There are a number of public service 
opportunities coming up. Keep an eye on the 
newsletter or check out the SCRA website 
Activities Page at: 


http://www.sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/acti 
vities.html 


The International Lighthouse on the Air event is 
scheduled for August 17 and 18. We have 
obtained the call sign N6P for the event. We are 
not sure if we will operate on both days. Stay 
tuned for more details. 


Field Day is June 22 and 23. Always fun and will 
be at the Sonoma Skypark this year. 


The meeting was adjourned at 7:55 PM 


The program for the evening was a Alan, K6SRZ, 
describing his experience on the Conway Reef 
DXpedition. 


—Respectfully submitted, Dave KD6FIL 
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by Ken N6KM 


On Call 


—Ken McTaggart N6KM S.V. ACS Unit Leader 


It is always a concern of emergency radio 
operators that power be available from sources 
other than commercial mains. Some good 
information is in the following clip from the ARRL 
ARES E-Letter (March). Incidentally, if you are in 
ACS and an ARRL member, go to your personal 
info on the site and subscribe to the E-letter which 
is free and always topical. 


Tips: Batteries at the Heart of Portable Comms 


Back about 20 years ago, NiCd batteries were 
notorious for having a pronounced memory effect 
caused by a special type of crystal formation 
within the battery. This particular mechanism has 
been eliminated in current NiCd cells but our 
memory of it, so to speak, is long. 


Today's batteries all have some kind of memory 
in which the capacity of the battery changes with 
patterns and depths of discharge. Each type of 
battery chemistry exhibits this effect for different 
reasons - some types stronger than others. 
Unfortunately, it's also referred to as a "memory 
effect" which is confusing to those of us who 
remember the old "memory effect." Nothing like 
calling two different things by the same name to 
generate a lot of confusion! 


Because this effect varies with battery type, 
blanket statements about it are unwise. Isidor 
Buchmann's *excellent* and very readable book, 
Batteries In a Portable World, and its sibling 
website, www.batteryuniversity.com, tackle the 
full spectrum of battery types and how to apply 
them. On the website, | highly recommend taking 
the opportunity to read the section "How to 
Prolong Battery Life." The book is available from 
the ARRL Store and other book sellers. Both 
should put a charge into your understanding of 
this important energy source that is crucial to 
effective emcomm operation. Good luck and may 
your batteries live long and prosper! -- Ward 
Silver, NOAX, Contributing Editor, QST; ARRL 
Contest Update Editor; St. Charles, Missouri 


Wé8P Spreads the Word about 
End Polio Now 


By Dan Romanchik, KB6NU 


On Saturday and Sunday, February 23-24, 2013, 
amateur radio operators gathered at WA2HOM, 
the amateur radio station at the Ann Arbor Hands- 
On Museum. We were there to operate special 
event station W8P to commemorate the founding 
of the Rotary Club on February 23, 1905 and 
spread the word about Rotary International's End 


Polio Now Campaign (www.endpolio.org). 


The goal of the End Polio Now program is to rid 
the world of this terrible disease. Rotary 
International launched this program in 1985, and 
with the aid of UNICEF, the World Health 
Organization, and the Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation has cut the number of cases by more 
than 99.9%. In 1988, polio was endemic in 125 
countries. In 2012, polio is endemic in only two 
regions. We like to say that we're "this close" to 
eradicating polio. 


The unique part of the special operating event is 
that stations all over the world took part in it. 
Rotary is an international organization, and its 
amateur radio fellowship, Rotarians on Amateur 
Radio (ROAR), includes members all over the 
world. In Australia, a group operated the special 
event station VI4POLIO. In Europe, Pertti, past 
president of ROAR, operated his station, 
EA7GSU. Here in the States, a group that 
included yours truly; Jack, N8PMG; Jameson, 
KD8PlJ; Dinesh, AB3DC; and Mark, W8MP 
operated W8P. 


Since the museum is only open from 1500Z — 
2200Z, we were only able to operate for seven 
hours on Saturday. We spent all of our time on 
20m phone, with our beam pointed southwest, 
concentrating on working mostly U.S. stations. 
We had originally intended to operate on 14.287 
MHz, but quickly had to change frequencies, as 
that portion of the band was occupied by 
participants in the Mississippi QSO party. 


We finally ended up on 14.227 MHz and made a 
total of 110 contacts on Saturday. This included 
29 states and four DX contacts. 


On Sunday, we only operated for a couple of 
hours and made another 27 contacts. While we 


made fewer contacts on Sunday, the contacts 
that we did make were more poignant than the 
ones on Saturday. 


My first contact on Sunday was with a gentleman 
who was spending the winter in Florida, but 
whose hometown was Standish, Michigan. He 
told me that his mother had polio, and in the late 
1930s and early 1940s, they would put her ona 
bus for Ann Arbor, where she would receive 
treatments. While there’s no way to be sure, | 
think that this ham’s mother was taking part in 
some of the research leading to the Salk vaccine 
in 1955. That research took place right here at the 
University of Michigan in Ann Arbor. 


| also talked to hams that had direct experience 
with polio. One was a polio survivor himself. 
Another's wife was a polio survivor. A third was a 
physician who had been to Africa and had treated 
polio victims there. 


It was a real treat to combine two activities that | 
enjoy so much—amateur radio and Rotary—and it 
felt good to know that in some small way | was 
furthering the work of the End Polio Now 
campaign. | hope that next year we will once 
again operate this special event and get even 
more Rotarians and amateur radio operators to 
participate. 


For more information about Dan go to 


KB6NU.Com or e-mail cwgeek@kb6nu.com. 


FCC Seeks to Reassess 
RF Exposure Limits 


On March 27, the FCC released a First Report 
and Order, Further Notice of Proposed 
Rulemaking and a Notice of Inquiry (ET Docket 
Nos. 13-84 and 03-137). The documents seek to 
reassess the FCC's RF exposure limits and 
policies, as well as to propose changes to the 
FCC's rules regarding human exposure to RF 
electromagnetic fields. These proposed changes 
would affect the Amateur Radio Service (Part 97) 
rules. 


In its Notice of Inquiry, the FCC included 
clarifications related to the application of 
occupational exposure limits for devices and at 
fixed transmitter sites. The FCC noted that it 
"should be helpful to licensees to codify our 
earlier adopted policy with regard the use of 


occupational/controlled limits at Amateur Radio 
stations." This policy was first established in 

the RF Report and Order of 1996, but it was not 
incorporated in the rules at that time. It allows 
amateur stations to be evaluated "with respect to 
occupational/controlled exposure limits, as long 
as appropriate training and information has been 
provided to the amateur licensee and members of 
his or her immediate household. Other nearby 
persons who are not members of the amateur 
licensee's household must be evaluated with 
respect to the general population/uncontrolled 
exposure limits." (From ARRL Newsletter) 


—submitted by Jim KEBUUW 


Popular Maker Faire coming. 

If you aren't making the trek to the Dayton 
Hamvention from the West Coast, the San Mateo 
edition of the wildly popularMaker Faire could 
serve as a Substitute - although without all the 
cool radio bargains. Held on the same weekend 
as the Hamvention, the event attracts many 
thousands of people to the more than 1000 
"maker" booths and demonstrations of Do-It- 
Yourself - everything from home cooking to giant 
Tesla coils and the like! (The Maker Faire Bay 
Area is on May 18, 19 at the San Mateo County 
Events Center in San Mateo.) (From ARRL 
Contest Newsletter) 


—submitted by Jim KEUUW 


NEW HF OPERATORS - THINGS TO DO 


If you got your license in the past three years - 
the ARRL Rookie Roundup is for you and April 
21st is the SSB edition. Grab a microphone and 
have at it! Thanks to Bruce WA7BN\M, results will 
be compiled and published automatically on the 
online web page immediately following the score 
submission deadline. If you aren't a Rookie - find 
somebody who is and show them how to give HF 
a try! Clubs - here's a great pre-Field Day training 
opportunity for a multi-op or a team challenge - 
how about a PVRC team versus an NCCC team? 
(from ARRL Contest Newsletter) 


—submitted by Jim KEBUUW 
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2013 ACS 
Net Control Assignments 


Name 


Call 


JANUARY 


EILEEN 


KG6QNT 


FEBRUARY 


JIM 


K6UUW 


MARCH 


KEN 


N6KM 


APRIL 


KEN 


N6KM 


MAY 


RACHEL 


KIGHDG 


JUNE 


GEORGE 


K6ITE 


JULY 


CRAIG 


KF6QZP 


AUGUST 


DEAN 


KI6FFM 


SEPTEMBER 


SAM 


W5LTP 


OCTOBER 


DICK 


KF6FZM 


NOVEMBER 


MIKE 


WD6TMH 


DECEMBER 


DARREL 


WD6BOR 


2013 VOMARC 


Net Control Assignments 


Name 


Call 


JANUARY 


KJ6QIQ 


FEBRUARY 


K6BUUW 


MARCH 


NJ6E 


APRIL 


KG6FIL 


MAY 


KG6N 


JUNE 


WiEJ 


JULY 


KJ6EIG 


AUGUST 


KF6QZP 


SEPTEMBER 


W5LTP 


OCTOBER 


KF6FZM 


NOVEMBER 


WB6TMH 


DECEMBER 


DARREL 


WD6BOR 


THE VOMARC WIRELESS 
VOLUME 17 EDITION 4 


A publication of VOMARC, the Valley of the Moon 
Amateur Radio Club — W6AJF 


Frank C. Jones — W6AJF 
Honorary President in Perpetuity 


CAST OF CHARACTERS 

Jim Hill, KEUUW — President, Training Officer 
Frank Wiebusch KGE6N -— Vice-President, 

Dave Dammuller KD6FIL — Secretary 

Desmond Kelly, KIGEDPZ — Treasurer 

Mike Miller, WB6TMH — Radio Officer 

Ken McTaggart, N6KM — ACS Unit Leader 
Sanford Smith, N7PIB — VE Liaison 

Jim Hill, KEVUW — Elmer Coordinator 

Ken McTaggart, N6KM — Station Trustee for W6AJF 
Eileen Adams, KG6QNT — Webmeistress, Editor 


Receipt of the Wireless is one of the most sought after benefits 
of membership in VOMARC—S. Marler. 


CLUB MEETINGS are held on the third Wednesday of 
each month at McDougal Hall at the Sonoma 
Developmental Center, Eldridge or the Sonoma Fire 
Station on 2"? St West. Meetings start at 19:30 local (7:30 
P.M.). 


WEB PAGE: hitp://www.vomarc.org/ 


Nets are held every Wednesday night at 19:30 (7:30 
P.M.) local, except meeting nights on the 145.350 
repeater, -600 kHz, PL 88.5 Hz. 


ACS holds a net each Monday evening at 19:30 local on 
the 146.205, +600, PL 88.5 Hz repeater. 


PACKET STATION INFO: The VOMARC packet station 
is off the air until further notice. 


CLUB BREAKFASTS are held on the first Saturday of 
each month at Palms Grill (formerly Issa's) Restaurant, 
18999 Sonoma Highway, Sonoma. The fun starts at 
09:30 local. 


Comments and submissions of material may be sent to: 
Eileen@vom.com 
Valley of the Moon ARC, Inc. 


“/o Sonoma Police Department 
175 First Street West 
Sonoma, CA 95476 


Valley of the Moon ARC 
175 First Street West 
Sonoma, CA 95476 


ACS Volunteers: Please note that the 
Volunteer Recognition, 
April 25, 3:45 - 69m 
Will be held in the Finley Building 


Sonoma County Fairgrounds 
(this is a new venue for this event) 


THE NEXT MEETING WILL BE Wed, APRIL 17, 7:30pm at McDougall Hall at the SDC in Eldridge 
SEE YOU THERE. 


VOMARC MEMBERSHIP 
VOMARC 2013. Membership Dues: $15/year individual; $5/year family member. 


VOMARC encourages its members to join the ARRL. More information is available at www.arrl.org. 
QST is available to blind and physically handicapped individuals on audio cassette from the Library of Congress, National 
Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped. Call 1-800-424-8567. 


Name: CALL: EMAIL: 


Address: APT: 


City: 


Name: CALL: EMAIL: 


Name: CALL: EMAIL: 


VOMARC: $ Complimentary with Class--Date: 


Membership Moment, From the Database Queen 


Dues may be mailed to In care of the Sonoma Police Department, 175 1°" St West, CA 95476, or brought to the next 
meeting. 
Your check should be made payable to: VOMARC. 


Fé 


